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Intensified forestry Υ is it as climate smart and environmentally friendly as the 

forest industry claim s? Or will the growing pressure on the world's forest ec o-

systems have devastating consequences?  

 

 

 
uring the current Swedish EU presi-
dency, attention has been drawn to 
two of our greatest global challenges 

ɀ the climate and biodiversity. Soon, the UN 
Climate Change Conference will be held in 
Copenhagen, where a successor to the Kyoto 
Protocol will be negotiated.  
 
What are the future solutions and models to 
counter negative climate impacts?  
 
The Swedish government and the Swedish 
forest industry argue ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÆÏÒestry 
ÓÁÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÔÈÁÔ Éncreased 
and active forest production would mitigate 
climate change. The Swedish forestry model, 
which includes clear-cutting methods and 
plantation forestry, is now being heavily 
promoted internationally, with the pretext 
to solve the global climate problem. 
 
Sweden is considered to be a good actor 
when it comes to sustainable forestry. This 
is starkly contrasted by the fact that Sweden 
has never had as little natural old-growth 
forests as today. Only a few percent of the 
productive forests below the mountain re-
gion (sub-alpine forests) are old-growth 
forests. Although, Sweden holds a consider-
able proportion of the remaining old-growth 
forests in Western Europe. 
 
Old, natural forests are and have been clear-
cut and replaced by plantations and indus-

trial forests with low biodiversity values. 
Sweden is far from fulfilling its commit-
ments under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.  
 
More than 1,800 animal and plant species in 
the Swedish forests are near-threatened or 
endangered, mostly because of the forestry.1 
There is a consensus among Sweden's lead-
ing biology scientists that the Swedish forest 
policy is threatening biological diversity in 
the forests. Read more in the debate article 
Forest policy threatens biological diversity, 
written by 14 leading Swedish scientists 
(April 2008):  
http://protecttheforest.se/en/skogen-i-media/40-
vad-saeger-forskarna/432-dn-skogspolitiken-
hotar-biologiska-mangfalden  

   
The Swedish organization Protect the Forest 
proposes and recommends that necessary 
measures to mitigate climate change and the 
loss of biodiversity be investigated and ana-
lyzed by independent scientists, environ-
mental, technical and engineering experts, 
rather than by industries which have vested 
interests and adjust their rhetorics to the 
current climate debate. We are deeply con-
cerned that our decision makers will be 
misled by the forest industry's increasingly 
loud campaign, which claims that forestry 
will save the climate. 
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Introduction  
 

 

 
The climate issue is frequently used by poli-
ticians and companies at the expense of 
other important environmental issues, 
which often are directly or indirectly linked 
to the climate. So far, nature conservation 
and living boreal forest landscapes have 
been forgotten in the international debate. 
Sure, it may be tempting to drop the ethical 
and ecological aspects when seemingly sim-
ple solutions are presented by the forest 
industry on how the climate objective can 
be achieved.  
 
However, it is obvious that many financially 
driven companies want to take advantage of 
the climate issue to enforce solutions that 
ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢ 3×ÅÄÅÎȭÓ 
largest woodpulp producer, Södra, claims 
ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÈÁÌÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ Æorests were run like 
3×ÅÄÅÎȭÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÇÒÅÅÎÈÏÕÓÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
be eliminated.2 
 
The Swedish forest industry is, at the mo-
ment, investing in a campaign, both nation-
ally and internationally, for increased forest 
production and consumption of wood prod-
ucts. The Swedish government has already 
been deceived. These so called climate ef-
forts could, however, hamper rather than 

help the climate. These mock solutions are 
both irresponsible and shortsighted, and 
will have devastating consequences if fully 
implemented.  
 
By using clear scientific examples in this 
report, we would like to show that the rela-
tionship between the forest and the climate 
is much more complex than is declared by 
the Swedish government and the forest in-
dustry.  
 
Hereby you will be informed about the cur-
rent and up-to-date research about the for-
est and the climate. 
 

To start with, what is a boreal 

forest? 
 
The boreal forest is the coniferous forest 
belt in the Northern hemisphere that 
stretches from Alaska and Canada to Scan-
dinavia, Russia, Mongolia, China and north-
ern Japan. The remaining old boreal forests 
in this hemisphere serve as important car-
bon sinks, and mitigate climate change. 
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Natural Forests preserve Biodiversity, Ecosystem services  

and Non-timber fo rest products  
 

 

 
All over the world, scientists, social move-
ments and environmental organizations 
have raised concerns about the negative 
effects on the climate, local people and bio-
diversity, as natural forests are being clear-
cut and replaced with plantations, and as 
intensified forestry is being practiced.  
 
As forests decline, nature stops providing 
services which are essential for life. Ecosys-
tem services include, among other things, 
food, freshwater, air quality regulation, cli-
mate regulation, water regulation, erosion 
regulation, water purification, waste treat-
ment, disease regulation, pharmaceuticals, 
pollination and natural hazard regulation. In 
other words, the forest ecosystem is central 
to life. 

The global economy is annually losing more 
money from the loss of biodiversity than 
through the current banking crisis, accord-
ing to the study The Economics of Ecosys-
tems and Biodiversity (TEEB), initiated by 
the German Federal Ministry for the Envi-
ronment and the European Commission.3 
The study puts the annual cost of forest loss 
at between $2 trillion and $5 trillion. The 
figures come from adding the value of the 
various services that forests perform, such 
as providing clean water and absorbing car-
bon dioxide.  
 
Read the study (TEEB Climate Issues Update, 
September 2009) here:  
http://www.teebweb.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=L6X
LPaoaZv8%3d&tabid=1052&language=en-US
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